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WELCOME TO ST. FRANCIS IN THE FIELDS
HARRODS CREEK

We invite you to join us as active participants in the same worship that Anglicans have been
celebrating for centuries. Our service is drawn from the riches of the Anglican tradition. Children of
all ages are welcome in our worship services today.

Choral Evensong

What is Evensong? Evensong is a tiny fragment of something else: it is part of the worship that is
offered to God by Christian people every hour of the day and night, in every part of the world.
When you come to Evensong, it is as if you were dropping in on a conversation already in progress
— a conversation between God and his people that began long before you were born and that will
continue long after you die. Do not be disturbed if there are some things you do not understand
right away. For a brief moment, you step into the continual stream of worship that is being offered
today and that will be offered even unto the end of time. You are one with those who worship here
on earth and in heaven. -The Rev. Canon ]J. W. Poole

Why celebrate Evensong? Evensong offers us the opportunity to gather and spend time in prayer
while listening and participating in music that is especially selected to bring us into deeper
understanding of the mysteries of our faith.

What should I expect at Evensong? Hymns, readings, Anglican chant, and anthems sung by the
choir.

Why does the choir sing so much at Evensong? In Choral Evensong, the choir sings on behalf
of the congregation. The settings of the Canticles of Mary (Magnifica?) and Simeon (Nunc dimittis)
have, by tradition, been sung by the choir alone. The Suffrages (prayers) and the Responses between
the Officiant and congregation are also sung on behalf of the people. This allows the congregation
time to meditate and enter into deeper prayer through word and music.

What does the congregation do at Evensong? The congregation joins in the singing of hymns,
the Apostle’s Creed, and other prayers. Additionally, the people are invited to join in silent
meditation as the choir sings the various prayers, psalms, and canticles.

What is a canticle? A canticle (from the Latin canticulum, a diminuitive of canticum, meaning “song”)
is a hymn (strictly excluding the Psalms) taken from the Bible.

Why do the prayers sound old-fashioned? Much of the English of the service is the language
spoken and written by our ancestors more than four hundred years ago. Archbishop Thomas
Cranmer’s English translations of the ancient Latin and Sarum rites for the Daily Office were first
published in 1549. Along with the King James Bible and the works of Shakespeare, Cranmer’s texts
could be said to form part of the DNA of the English language. It may sound old-fashioned, but its
meaning is not out of date.

Cover Image: St Francis of Assisi Preaching to the Birds, attrib. Giotto di Bondone (c. 1267— 1337). Public Domain.



Al stand for
The Processional

The Officiant reads
The Opening Sentences

The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him. -Habakkuk 2:20

Thine is the day, O God, thine also the night; thou hast established the moon and the sun.
Thou hast fixed all the boundaries of the earth;
thou hast made summer and winter. -Psaln 74:15,16

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord: praise, glory and honor and benediction all are thine.
To thee alone do they belong, most High,
and there is no man fit to mention thee. -Canticle of the Sun (c. 1225)

All kneel as the Officiant says
A General Confession

Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us, in sundry places, to acknowledge and confess our
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of
Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess them with a humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy.
And although we ought, at all times, humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we
chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for the great benefits that we
have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to
ask those things which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray
and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, and humble
voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying:

Al say together

Almighty and most merciful Father; We have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended
against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; And
we have done those things which we ought not to have done; And there is no health in us.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who
confess their faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; According to thy promises
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his
sake; That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy
Name. Amen.

The Officiant says
The Declaration of Absolution

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true repentance,
amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.



THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER

Al stand as the Choir sings

The Preces and Responses Martin Neary (1940-2025)
Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen.
Officiant Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised.

Candles are lit as all sing
The Phos Hilaron 35 “Christ, mighty Savior” Mighty Savior

Al sit while the Choir sings
Psalm 148 Laudate Dominum Anglican chant: David Willcocks (1919-2015)

O praise the Lord of heaven : praise him in the height.

2 Praise him, all ye angels of his : praise him, all his host.

3 Praise him, sun and moon : praise him, all ye stars and light.

4 Praise him, all ye heavens : and ye waters that are above the heavens.

5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord :
for he spake the word, and they were made; he commanded, and they were created.

6 He hath made them fast for ever and ever : he hath given them a law which shall not be broken.
7 Praise the Lord upon earth : ye dragons, and all deeps;

8 Fire and hail, snow and vapors : wind and storm, fulfilling his word,;

9 Mountains and all hills : fruitful trees and all cedars;

10 Beasts and all cattle : worms and feathered fowls;

11 Kings of the earth and all people : princes and all judges of the world;

12 Young men and maidens, old men and children, praise the Name of the Lozrd :
for his Name only is excellent, and his praise above heaven and earth.



13 He shall exalt the horn of his people; all his saints shall praise him :
even the children of Israel, even the people that serveth him.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost :
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE LESSONS
The First Lesson Galatians 6:14-18
L ector A lesson from the letter of St. Paul the Apostle to the Galatians.

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is
crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing,
nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on
them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit. Amen.

1 ector Here endeth the lesson.

All stand as the Choir sings
The Magnificat setting: Evening Service in A-flat, Basil Harwood (1859—-1949)

My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever. -Luke 1:46-55



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
Wortld without end. Amen.

All sit for
The Second Lesson Matthew 11:25-30
Lector A lesson from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.

At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so,
Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no
man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son will reveal him. Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

1 ector Here endeth the lesson.

All stand as the Choir sings
The Nunc Dimittis setting: Evening Service in A-flat, B. Harwood

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. -Lauke 2:29-32

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen.

All sing in unison

The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.



He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
The Choir sings
The Preces and Responses
Officiant The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.
All keneel
Choir Lord have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Lotd’s Prayer

Our Father, which art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

In earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive them who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. Amen.

THE SUFFRAGES

Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.

Choir And grant us thy salvation.

Officiant O Lord, save the State.

Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.

Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.

M. Neary



Officiant O Lotd, save thy people.

Choir And bless thine inheritance.

Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord.

Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us.

Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect of the Day

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant unto thy people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of
this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may, for love of thee, delight in thy whole
creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Collect for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:

Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to
obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Collect for Aid against Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Al sit as the Choir sings
The Anthem after the Third Collect Judith Weir (b. 1954)

I'love all beauteous things,
I seek and adore them;
God hath no better praise,
And man in his hasty days
Is honoured for them.

I too will something make

And joy in the making;

Altho’ to-morrow it seem

Like the empty words of a dream
Remembered on waking.

Words: Robert Bridges (1844—1930)



All kneel as the Officiant says
A Prayer for Mission

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship thee, all
nations obey thee, all tongues confess and bless thee, and men and women everywhere love thee and
serve thee in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis

Lord, make us instruments of thy peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury,
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving
that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal
life. Amen.

All say together
The General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, thine unworthy servants, do give thee most humble
and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us, and to all men; We bless
thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all, for thine
inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy
mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful: and that we show forth thy praise, not
only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking
before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Al stand as the Officiant says
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are
gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires
and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth,
and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.

The Concluding Versicle and Response

A Cantor or Officiant People
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Let wus Dbless the Lord, Thanks be to God.



The Officiant says
The Grace

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be
with us all evermore. Amen. -II Corinthians 13:14

All stand to sing
The Closing Hymn 442 “In the cross of Christ I glory” Tomter

The Retiring Procession
All remain standing as the choir and clergy depart.
Those who wish may sit for the remainder of the organ voluntary.

A freewill offering benefitting the music ministry of the parish may be left in the basket at the entrance to the nave.

Scan to give online

Music and Liturgy Permissions

All music is reprinted and streamed by permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-741806 and
Christian Copyright Solutions License 15982.
Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., © Church Pension Fund unless noted
otherwise below:

Preces and Responses Martin Neary (1940-2025) © 1976 The Royal School of Church Music,
Addington Palace, Croydon CR9 5AD. Ilove all beauteous things Judith Weir (b. 1954) © 2016
Chester Music Ltd. All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured.



MUSIC NOTES

David Hurd (b. 1950) is one of America’s most prolific composers of sacred music, particularly
recognized for his work in the Episcopal Church, having served on the faculty of General
Theological Seminary in New York City for almost four decades. Presently Director of Music at the
Church of St. Mary the Virgin in Manhattan, Hurd’s myriad contributions to The Hymnal 1982
include tonight’s Phos Hilaron, “Christ, mighty Savior.” Composed in 1983 and anonymously
submitted for consideration in the Episcopal Church’s then-new hymnal, the tune Mighty Savioris a
plaintive, unison setting of the tenth-century evening hymn text, with a gently undulating
accompaniment.

Martin Neary (1940-2025) was one of the foremost English church musicians of the late twentieth
century. He is perhaps best remembered for his tenure as Organist and Master of the Choristers at
Westminster Abbey, where he directed the music for the funeral of Princess Diana in 1997. His
Preces and Responses, the traditional versicles and responses that frame the service of Evensong,
were composed for the Rev. Canon Anthony Caeser, Precentor and Sacrist, on the occasion of his
installation as Canon Residentiary of Winchester Cathedral in 1976.

Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015) remains a towering figure in English choral music, known
worldwide for his work at King’s College, Cambridge, and for his beloved Christmas carol
arrangements. Sir David’s chant setting for Psalm 148 is atypical in form: sixteen chords rather than
the usual twenty comprising a double chant.

Basil Harwood (1859-1949) was an English composer educated at Oxford, where he served as
organist of Christ Church Cathedral and later Precentor of Keble College. His Evening Service in
A-flat, Op. 6, written at the turn of the twentieth century, remains one of his most performed
works, a staple in the English Cathedral Choir repertory. Harwood’s music displays the influence of
Wesley, with its rich, late Victorian harmonies and tunefulness. This writing, particularly the
Magnificat, exemplifies Anglican church music at its most opulent.

Dame Judith Weir (b. 1954) is an English composer and the first woman appointed to serve as
Master of the King’s Music (2014-2024). A protégé of John Tavener, Weir has been commissioned
to compose for leading ensembles in Britain, such as the choir of King’s College, Cambridge. Her
cappella setting of Psalm 42 was premiered at the state funeral of Queen Elizabeth II, and Weir was
one of twelve composers commissioned to write a new work for the coronation of King Charles III.

I love all beauteous things was commissioned by St Paul’s Cathedral, London, to mark the
ninetieth birthday of her late majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. Dame Judith set a text by Robert Bridges,
England’s Poet Laureate from 1913 to 1930. This simple yet profound hymn to the beauty of God’s
creation recalls the spirit of St. Francis, who viewed all creation as a great chorus of praise.

Bruce Neswick (b. 1950) is recognized as a leading figure in Episcopal Church music, having
served as Director of Music at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York City. Later, while
serving on the faculty at Indiana University, Neswick was simultaneously Associate Organist at St.
Francis in the Fields and recently accompanied our Parish Choir on their first international tour. The
tune Tomter, named after the Rev. Patrick Tomter, priest of the Diocese of Olympia, was composed
in 1983 while Neswick as Acting Instructor in Music at General Theological Seminary. It is one of
the few hymns with a modulation midway through the tune.



UPCOMING SERVICES AND CONCERTS

Effervescence: The Chamber Orchestra of Louisville ... Monday, October 6, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Louisville’s premier chamber orchestra begins their third season in residence at St. Francis in the
Fields. Under the direction of Gabriel Lefkowitz, they will perform the music of Mozart, Tchaikovsky,
and Suk. Purchase tickets at the door or online: https://www.chamberorchestralouisville.org/concerts

All Souls’ Requiem ... Sunday, November 2, at 5:00 p.m. Join us for our annual Requiem for All
Souls” Day, where we remember those we love and see no longer. If you have lost someone in the
past year, please send their name to Mthr. Barbara to be included in the necrology and read during the
service. We're also inviting parishioners to bring framed photos of deceased loved ones to display in
the Narthex. Please bring your photos to the parish office before November 2. A light reception will
follow the service. Please note that this service will include incense.


https://www.chamberorchestralouisville.org/concerts

