
ST. FRANCIS IN THE FIELDS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER  
Saturday, April 19, 2025 ~ 8:00 p.m. 
 

The Great Vigil of Easter is considered the most ancient, sacred, and important festival 
of the Christian year and is intended to be the first celebration of Easter. The service 
begins in darkness and proceeds through the Service of Light (which includes the 
kindling of the New Fire), readings from Scripture, Holy Baptism, and the Eucharist. 
The Great Vigil was historically the service during which new Christians were invited 

into the community after baptism, excommunicated members were reconciled to the Church, and the first Communion 
of Easter was shared, linking the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ himself to the Christian life. 

 
The people’s responses are in bold. 
✠ Indicates a place where the people make the sign of the Cross 
The service begins in the Memorial Garden. 
 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
In darkness a fire is kindled, after which the Presider addresses the people. 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church 
invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the 
Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, 
and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the 
festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and a deacon bearing the Candle leads the procession to the chancel, pausing 
three times and singing 

 

 
 

The Paschal candle is placed in its stand. Other candles are lighted from the Paschal Candle. The congregation remains standing.  
 

THE EXSULTET (sung by the cantor)  
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our mighty 
King. 
 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our 
eternal King. 
 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of your 
people. 
 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to sing the 
worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God… 
 



 
 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the 
invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal 
Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful 
people. 
 

Now therefore, we sacrifice our Passover, in which for us the very Lamb of God is slain, by whose Blood his faithful 
people are made holy. 
 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through 
the Red Sea on dry land. 
 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and 
holiness of life. 
 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. 
 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us your children. Behold, 
what love he has bestowed upon us, who to redeem a servant, delivered up his only Son. O blessed iniquity, for 
whose redemption such a price was paid by such a Savior. 
 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, 
and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 
 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and we are reconciled to God. 
 

Therefore, O holy Father, accept the evening sacrifice of this lighted candle, which your holy Church makes before 
you, and offers to you by the hands of your servants, the work of the bees, your creatures. May it shine continually 
to drive away all darkness, as we celebrate the solemnity of our redemption. 
 

May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning––he who gives his light to all creation, and 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God…. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



THE SERVICE OF LESSONS 
Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let us pray that 
our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

 
Please be seated. 
THE STORY OF CREATION                               Genesis 1:1-2:2 
The reader reads the lesson. After the lesson the reader says 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 136:1-9, 23-26     Exultate justi       Plainsong Tone VIII 1 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures for ever.        (sung by the choir) 
Give thanks to the God of gods, for his mercy endures for ever.  
Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his mercy endures for ever. 
Who only does great wonders, for his mercy endures for ever; 
Who by wisdom made the heavens, for his mercy endures for ever; 
Who spread out the earth upon the waters, for his mercy endures for ever; 
Who created great lights, for his mercy endures for ever; 
The sun to rule the day, for his mercy endures for ever; 
The moon and the stars to govern the night, for his mercy endures for ever. 
Who remembered us in our low estate, for his mercy endures for ever; 
And delivered us from our enemies, for his mercy endures for ever; 
Who gives food to all creatures, for his mercy endures for ever. 
Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his mercy endures for ever. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we 
may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

ABRAHAM’S SACRIFICE OF ISAAC                             Genesis 22:1-18 
The reader reads the lesson. After the lesson the reader says 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 16     Conserva me, Domine           Plainsong Tone VIII 5 
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord,      (sung by the choir) 

my good above all other.” 
All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the people. 
But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied. 
Their libations of blood I will not offer, nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 
O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. 
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night. 
I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. 
For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the Pit. 
You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for  

evermore. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence 

God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name multiply, by the grace of the Paschal sacrament, the 
number of your children; that your Church may rejoice to see fulfilled your promise to our father Abraham; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 



ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA                              Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 
The reader reads the lesson. After the lesson the reader says 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

CANTICLE 8: THE SONG OF MOSES     Cantemus Domino      Plainsong Tone IV A 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; the horse and its rider has he hurled       (sung by the choir) 

into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; Yahweh is his Name. 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; the finest of those who bear armor have been 

drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in 

renown, and worker of wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; with your might you brought them in safety to your holy 

dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them on the mount of your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign for ever and for ever. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your 
mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the 
water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and 
rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SALVATION OFFERED FREELY TO ALL                                Isaiah 55:1-11 
The reader reads the lesson. After the lesson the reader says 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

CANTICLE 9: THE FIRST SONG OF ISAIAH     Ecce Deus     Plainsong Tone I B 10 
Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid.         (sung by the choir) 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Silence 

O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the earth by your Spirit: Give now 
the water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES                                    Ezekiel 37:1-14   
The reader reads the lesson. After the lesson the reader says 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 



PSALM 143     Domine, exaudi              Plainsong Tone V 3 
Lord, hear my prayer, and in your faithfulness heed my supplications; answer me in your      (sung by the choir) 

righteousness. 
Enter not into judgment with your servant, for in your sight shall no one living be justified. 
For my enemy has sought my life; he has crushed me to the ground; he has made me live in dark places like those 

who are long dead. 
My spirit faints within me; my heart within me is desolate. 
I remember the time past; I muse upon all your deeds; I consider the works of your hands. 
I spread out my hands to you; my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land. 
O Lord, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me; do not hide your face from me or I shall be like those who go 

down to the Pit. 
Let me hear of your loving-kindness in the morning, for I put my trust in you; show me the road that I must walk, for 

I lift up my soul to you. 
Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord, for I flee to you for refuge. 
Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God; let your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 
Revive me, O Lord, for your Name's sake; for your righteousness' sake, bring me out of trouble. 
Of your goodness, destroy my enemies and bring all my foes to naught, for truly I am your servant. 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Silence 
 

Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death into 
life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 
The Candidates and Sponsors stand for the Presentation. The rest of the congregation may remain seated. 
 

THE PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES 
Celebrant The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 

Sponsors I present Jack Thompson to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 I present Peyton Elizabeth to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.  
 
Question Do you desire to be baptized? 
Answer I do. 
 
Parents and Godparents I present George Athanasius to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

Question Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian 
faith and life? 

Answer I will, with God’s help. 
 

Question Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of 
 Christ? 

Answer I will, with God’s help. 
  
Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of the parents and godparents who speak on 
behalf of the infant. 

 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
 

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures 
of God? 

Candidates  I renounce them. 
 

Question  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
 

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer I do. 
 

 



Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 
 

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 

 
All stand. The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 
 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support NAME in his life in Christ? 
We will. 

 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with him 
to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises 
and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God 
faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.  
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, ✠ and the life everlasting. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God’s help. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES 
Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 

Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Send him into the world in witness to your love. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 



 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his 
resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 
Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus 
received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his 
death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into 
his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin 
and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
THE BAPTISM 

George Athanasius, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
George Athanasius, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
 
Jack Thompson, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Jack Thompson, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
 
Peyton Elizabeth, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Peyton Elizabeth, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
 
 

After baptism, a candle is lighted from the Paschal candle and handed to the godparents or to the Candidate. 
The Light of Christ; bear it faithfully in the world. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

Let us pray. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the 
forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him 
an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift 
of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
  

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, 
and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

 

 
 
 
 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
The Altar Candles are lighted from the Paschal Candle.  
 

THE EASTER PROCLAMATION  
Please stand.  

✠ Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE 207            Jesus Christ is risen today           EASTER HYMN 
 
The Congregation is encouraged to ring bells during the Alleluias in the hymn.  
The Celebrant sprinkles water on the Congregation in memory of their baptism.  

The Lord be with you.            BCP p. 295 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in your Church that 
Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you 
in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

THE EPISTLE                                 Romans 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we 
have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. 
But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for 
all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

SEQUENCE HYMN 187            Through the Red Sea brought at last                 STRAF MICH NICHT 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                      Luke 24:1-12 
The People turn to face the Gospel Book during the Proclamation. 

✠ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee came to the tomb, 
taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, 
they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look 
for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 
that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then they 
remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 
But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

THE SERMON              The Rev. Chuck Ellestad 
 



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Form III, BCP p. 387 
On this night of Christ’s triumph over the powers of Sin and Death, let us pray for the church and for the world.  

 
Please kneel as you are able.  

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  
That we all may be one.  
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.  
 

 
✠ Give to the departed eternal rest;  
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious 
resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live 
with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

THE PEACE 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.  

 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
“Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as 
he said. Come, see the place where he lay.”           

Matthew 28:5 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM            Ye choirs of new Jerusalem               Charles Villiers Stanford (1852–1924) 
 
Ye choirs of new Jerusalem, 
Your sweetest notes employ, 
The Paschal victory to hymn 
In strains of holy joy. 
 
For Judah's Lion bursts His chains, 
Crushing the serpent's head; 
And cries aloud through death’s domains 
To wake th'imprison'd dead. 
 
Devouring depths of hell 
Their prey at His command restore; 
His ransom'd hosts pursue their way 
Where Jesus goes before. 

Triumphant in His glory now 
To Him all power is given; 
To Him in one communion bow 
All saints in earth and heaven. 
 
While we, His soldiers, praise our King, 
His mercy we implore, 
Within His palace bright to bring 
And keep us evermore. 
 
All glory to the Father be, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory, Holy Ghost, to Thee, 
While endless ages run. Alleluia! Amen. 

                                                   Words: Robert Campbell (1814–1868) 



Please stand as you are able. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING               Eucharistic Prayer D, BCP p. 372 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light 
inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them 
to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, 
they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim 
you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

 

SANCTUS S-128                   Setting: William Mathias (1934-1992) 

 
Please kneel as you are able. 
Then the Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in 
your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and 
serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. 
In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into 
covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the 
good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to 
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his 
own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification 
of all. 
 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 



Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, 
proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, 
from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

 
Celebrant and People 

We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit ✠ may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, 
sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the 
praise of your Name. 
 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its 
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give 
you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM S-155                  setting: Gerald R. Near (b. 1942) 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
All baptized persons are invited to receive Holy Communion. Our ushers will direct you to the altar rail at the appropriate time. If you are not 
baptized or do not wish to receive communion, you are invited to come forward for a blessing; you may indicate you are not receiving communion 
by crossing your arms across your chest.  Those desiring baptism are encouraged to speak to one of our priests. During the administration of 
communion, the people may be seated. For those who wish to have a gluten free wafer, please close your hands, and alert the priest when you are 
at the altar.  
 

 
 
 



COMMUNION ANTHEM            Dum transisset sabbatum     John Taverner (c. 1490–1545) 
 
Dum transisset Sabbatum, Maria Magdalene et Maria Jacobi et Salome 
emerunt aromata ut venientes ungerent Jesum. Alleluia. 
 
And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. Alleluia. 
 
Words: Mark 16:1-2
  

Please kneel as you are able. 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER  BCP p. 366 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body 
and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, 
and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING  
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, 
bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 
 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy 
to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 
 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your 
eternal inheritance. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, ✠ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for 
ever. Amen. 

 
Please stand. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 174            At the Lamb’s high feast we sing                                               SALZBURG 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

VOLUNTARY            Symphonie Romane Op. 73        Charles-Marie Widor (1844–1937) 
    IV. Final: Allegro 
 
 

Music and Liturgy Permissions 
All music is reprinted and streamed by permission under ONE LICENSE, License # A-741806 and Christian Copyright Solutions 

License 15982. 
Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc., © Church Pension Fund unless noted otherwise below: 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow Music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche 

Kirchengeseng, 1623; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958) Copyright: Music: By permission of Oxford 
University Press. Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus Music: William Mathias (1934–1992), Copyright: © 1976 Oxford University 

Press. Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover S-155 Setting: Gerald Near (b. 1942). Copyright © 1985, Aureole Editions, 
Dallas, Texas. Jesus Christ is risen today Words: Latin, 14th cent.; tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt. st. 4, Charles Wesley (1707–
1788), Music: Easter Hymn, from Lyra Davidica, 1708; adapt. The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749, alt., Public Domain. Setting: 

Craig Phillips (b. 1960), Copyright © 2009 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 
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	Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by ...
	Let us pray.
	O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasti...
	The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and a deacon bearing the Candle leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing
	The Paschal candle is placed in its stand. Other candles are lighted from the Paschal Candle. The congregation remains standing.
	Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our mighty King.
	Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.
	Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of your people.
	All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ...
	Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.
	Please be seated.
	The reader reads the lesson. After the lesson the reader says
	Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26     Exultate justi       Plainsong Tone VIII 1

	Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures for ever.        (sung by the choir)
	Give thanks to the God of gods, for his mercy endures for ever.
	Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his mercy endures for ever.
	Who only does great wonders, for his mercy endures for ever;
	Who by wisdom made the heavens, for his mercy endures for ever;
	Who spread out the earth upon the waters, for his mercy endures for ever;
	Who created great lights, for his mercy endures for ever;
	The sun to rule the day, for his mercy endures for ever;
	The moon and the stars to govern the night, for his mercy endures for ever.
	Who remembered us in our low estate, for his mercy endures for ever;
	And delivered us from our enemies, for his mercy endures for ever;
	Who gives food to all creatures, for his mercy endures for ever.
	Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his mercy endures for ever.
	Let us pray.
	Silence
	O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	The reader reads the lesson. After the lesson the reader says
	Psalm 16     Conserva me, Domine           Plainsong Tone VIII 5

	Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord,      (sung by the choir)
	my good above all other.”
	All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the people.
	But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.
	Their libations of blood I will not offer, nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
	O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.
	My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a goodly heritage.
	I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night.
	I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.
	My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope.
	For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the Pit.
	You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for
	evermore.
	Let us pray.
	Silence
	The reader reads the lesson. After the lesson the reader says
	Canticle 8: The Song of Moses     Cantemus Domino      Plainsong Tone IV A

	I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; the horse and its rider has he hurled       (sung by the choir)
	into the sea.
	The Lord is my strength and my refuge; the Lord has become my Savior.
	This is my God and I will praise him, the God of my people and I will exalt him.
	The Lord is a mighty warrior; Yahweh is his Name.
	The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.
	The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; they sank into the depths like a stone.
	Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.
	Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?
	You stretched forth your right hand; the earth swallowed them up.
	With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.
	You will bring them in and plant them on the mount of your possession,
	The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.
	The Lord shall reign for ever and for ever.
	Let us pray.
	Silence
	O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant t...
	The reader reads the lesson. After the lesson the reader says
	Canticle 9: The First Song of Isaiah     Ecce Deus     Plainsong Tone I B 10

	Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid.         (sung by the choir)
	For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.
	Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation.
	And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
	Make his deeds known among the peoples; see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
	Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world.
	Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
	Let us pray.
	Silence
	The reader reads the lesson. After the lesson the reader says
	Psalm 143     Domine, exaudi              Plainsong Tone V 3

	Let us pray.
	Silence
	Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our...
	The Altar Candles are lighted from the Paschal Candle.
	The Easter Proclamation
	Please stand.
	✠ Alleluia. Christ is risen.
	The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
	Sequence Hymn 187            Through the Red Sea brought at last                 STRAF MICH NICHT

