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Why Acolyte?

1

You serve your parish community

2

You learn about Episcopal worship

3

It's more exciting than sitting in a pew!

BEFORE THE SERVICE
1. All acolytes vest in the Tyler Acolyte Room by 8:30
a.m. (for the 9 a.m. service) and 10:45 a.m. (for the
11 a.m. service).
2. Any acolyte can light the candles on the altar 15
minutes before worship begins.
3. All acolytes gather the torches and Cross (and,
when there are four acolytes, the Gospel Book)
and wait in the Narthex to pray with the choir and
clergy.
4. About 2 minutes before the service begins, acolytes
line up in front of the doors to the sanctuary.
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Crucifer

Torch Bearer

ENTRY
PROCESSION
ORDER

Torch Bearer

Gospeler (if there is one)

Choir

Clergy

Entry Procession
When it's time for the service to start, the ushers will
open the sanctuary doors. When the music starts,
BEFORE THERE IS ANY SINGING, the Crucifer and Torch
Bearers walk halfway up the middle aisle, right below
the end of the balcony. They pause there until the
congregation starts singing. WHEN SINGING BEGINS,
all acolytes begin moving up the aisle.

Entry Procession
At the front of the altar, once the procession get there...
The Crucifer goes up the steps and around the right side of the
altar, puts the Cross in its holder behind the altar, and sits down.
The Torch Bearers split at the altar rail and walk around either
side of the rail, leading the choir behind them. They place their
torches in the holders in front of the choir stalls and sit down.
The Gospeler, if there is one, walks up the steps and puts the
Gospel Book down on the LEFT SIDE of the altar, and then sits
down with the other acolytes.

GOSPEL PROCESSION
The Deacon (i.e., the clergy person sitting in the chair opposite the acolytes
and in the seat furthest from the American flag) signals the acolytes with a
nod when it's time to get up. This is usually about halfway through the
Gospel hymn.
The Torch Bearers grab their torches from the holders. They meet at the far
side of the altar. Together, they walk side-by-side in the front of the
procession.
The third acolyte--either the Crucifer OR the Gospeler (if there are four
acolytes)--joins the two Torch Bearers where they're standing (which should
be on the far side of the altar). He or she walks immediately behind the
Torches, not holding anything.
All three acolytes walk counterclockwise around the chancel to the FIFTH
ROW OF PEWS.

Gospel Procession
1

TORCH BEARERS GRAB THE
TORCHES FROM THEIR HOLDERS

TORCH 1

TORCH 2

THE CRUCIFER OR GOSPELER FOLLOWS
TORCH 1 WITH NOTHING IN HIS OR
HER HANDS.

Gospel Procession
2

TORCH 1

THE TWO TORCHES WALK SIDE-BY-SIDE AND
COUNTERCLOCKWISE AROUND THE CHANCEL.
THE CRUCIFER OR GOSPELER FOLLOWS
BEHIND.

TORCH 2

CRUCIFER

THEY WALK IN THIS FORATION UNTIL THE
THREE OF THEM REACH THE FIFTH PEW.

The Torch Bearers turn to face each
other on either side of the Crucifer or
Gospeler.
The Crucifer/Gospeler turns and
holds the Gospel Book during the
Gospel proclamation while the
Deacon reads from it. (The Deacon
has by now come down to the fifth
pew from the altar.)
After the reading, the Deacon steps
out of the way for the Torch Bearers
and Crucifer/Gospeler to process
back to the altar.

Conclusion of the Gospel Reading
THE ACOLYTES PROCESS AFTER THE GOSPEL
READING IN THIS ORDER: 1. CRUCIFER/GOSPELER,
(2.) TORCH BEARERS (STILL WALKING SIDE-BYSIDE), AND (3.) DEACON.
THEY GO AROUND THE ALTAR RAIL
COUNTERCLOCKWISE.

CRUCIFER
TORCH 1

TORCH 2

CONCLUSION OF THE
GOSPEL READING
The Crucifer/Gospeler sets the Gospel Book on the righthand
credence table (the table in front of the righthand choir stall), next to
the Offering Plates. Remember: silver goes with silver!
The Torch Bearers return the torches to their holders.
All 3 sit down when they are done with their movements.
*While this is happening, the organist will be playing some "walking music"
so that acolytes don't have to move in a silent sanctuary.
*Don't rush your walking, but don't dillydally either!
When you're done moving and have put the Gospel Book and torches in
their places, the sermon can begin.

The Offertory
After the Announcements and the Offertory sentence
(e.g., "Walk in love as Christ loved us..."), 2 acolytes
stand together. One acolyte gets the Offering Plates
from the righthand credence table, and the other
follows behind with nothing in his or her hands. They
walk in a single file line around the to the front of the
chancel where the altar rail opens.

Offertory
THE 2 ACOLYTES WALK AROUND THE ALTAR, BUT
INSIDE OF THE RAIL, TO MEET THE USHERS. ONE
CARRIES THE PLATES AND ONE HOLDS
NOTHING. THEY STAND SIDE-BY-SIDE.

ACOLYTE WITH
OFFERING
PLATES

ACOLYTE READY
TO TAKE BREAD
AND WINE
THE USHERS WILL
MEET THE 2
ACOLYTES AT THE
GAP IN THE ALTAR
RAIL. SOME OF
THEM WILL BE
CARRYING THE
BREAD AND THE
WINE.

The ushers hand the Bread (in a silver box)
and the Wine (in a chalice) to the acolyte
holding nothing. That acolyte, holding
those items, walks up to the altar on the
lefthand side (as you're looking at the altar
from the congregation). He or she then
gives the items to the priest setting the
altar for Eucharist.
Meanwhile, the acolyte with the Offering Plates moves up and lets the
ushers take as many plates as they need. That acolyte walks back
counterclockwise around the altar (around the right side of the altar if
you're looking from the congregation). He or she stands next to the
righthand credence table, where the Plates and Gospel Book sit, and
waits in place there until the Presentation.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
At the Presentation (when the music begins, the congregation stands, and
all sing "Praise God from whom..."), the acolyte by the credence table goes
up to collect the Offering Plates. This will happen exactly where the
acolyte gave the ushers the Plates--in the gap in the altar rail in front of
the altar.
That acolyte takes the Plates and moves around the altar clockwise (the
righthand side if you're looking from the congregation). He or she stands
next to the priest while holding the plates. If you are this acolyte, make sure
to stand as close to the altar as possible so the priest doesn't have to
reach or move toward you!
The priest blesses the Plates while the acolyte holds them. Once the priest is
done, the acolyte keeps the Plates and takes them back down to the
credence table. The acolyte then sits down.

COMMUNION
Immediately after the Words
of Invitation ("The gifts of
God for the people of
God..."), the acolytes stand
and go inside the altar rail
on the righthand side. They
line up next to the chalice
bearers to receive
communion. Once they have
received communion, all but 1
acolyte sit down.

FLAGON DRAGON
The 1 acolyte who stays behind is the "Flagon
Dragon"! That acolyte will stand behind the
altar, in the gap in the altar rail, and wait for
a priest to give him or her the flagon to hold.
The flagon is a large glass container that hold
extra wine.
If you're the Flagon Dragon, the chalice bearers will come to you during
Communion if they need their chalices refilled. When they do, simply pour wine
from the flagon into the chalice. Use your best judgment--you don't need to leave
chalices overflowing, but you can be generous if there's quite a bit of wine left!
When everyone has been given Communion and the altar rail is mostly empty,
wait for a priest to take the flagon from you. Once that happens, sit back down.

Procession Out
As soon as the final hymn starts playing, all acolytes stand. The Torch Bearers and
Crucifer retrieve the torches and Cross.
If there is a fourth acolyte/Gospeler, that acolyte steps out through the door
nearest your seats, closing the door. Once in that hallway, the Gospeler takes off
his or her cotta, and returns to the sanctuary wearing the black cassock. He or she
grabs the candle extinguisher (the pole with the bell on the end) and puts out the
candles on the altar as soon as the choir has left their stalls. Then that acolyte puts
the extinguisher back and waits by the choir stalls until the conclusion of the
service.
If there is NOT a fourth acolyte/Gospeler, the Crucifer performs this task after
processing all the way out. He or she can reenter the sanctuary from one of the
side doors (wearing the black cassock only) after leaving the Cross in the Narthex.

Meanwhile, after retrieving the Cross, the Crucifer goes to the front of the chancel and
turns to face the altar/choir. He or she stands there and waits.
The Torch Bearers grab their torches and wait by the choir stalls on either side, lining up
roughly with the pillars at the far end of the nave opposite them.
The Crucifer waits watches for the choir to begin moving. When the choir does start
moving, the Torch Bearers lead them out of their stalls. The Torch Bearers walk forward
on either side of the altar with the choir following behind them.
The Crucifer waits for the Torch Bearers to reach the front corners of the chancel, and
then proceeds up the aisle. The procession follows the Crucifer. The choir splits and
waits in the nave, while the Crucifer and Torch Bearers process all the way out!

Types of Acolytes
Crucifer: the acolyte carrying the
large silver cross in the procession in
and out; this acolyte carries the
Gospel Book during the Gospel
procession if there is no Gospeler
Gospeler: the acolyte responsible
for carrying the Gospel Book during
processions (namely, the procession
in and the Gospel procession)
Torch Bearer: an acolyte
representing the "light of Christ,"
called on to carry one of the two
wooden torches during processions
(namely, the procession in, the
Gospel procession, and the
procession out)
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Worship Terms

Chalice: a silver cup that is filled
with wine to be given to
worshippers who want to receive
Communion at the altar rail
Deacon: one of the priests who
assists during worship but does
not lead the Eucharist ritual; this
priest usually reads the Gospel
during the Gospel Proclamation
Gospel Book: the large silver
book containing the four Gospels
which is read during the Gospel
Proclamation

Church and Vestment Terms
Cassock: a long, close-fitting garment, typically black, with narrow sleeves worn by
acolytes; it either clasps or buttons down the front and is worn under a cotta
Chancel: the raised area of the church which includes the altar, pulpit, baptismal font,
and tabernacle
Cotta: also known as a "surplice," the white tunic with wide sleeves worn over the black
cassock
Narthex: the entry space and gathering area between the front door of the church
building and the front doors of the sanctuary space; this is where the acolytes, choir, and
clergy gather to process into the sanctuary
Nave: the area of the sanctuary where the congregation sits, between the front doors of
the sanctuary and the chancel

THANK
YOU FOR
SERVING!

