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Pastoral Care
 “For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function,

so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.” Romans

12:4-6

Pastoral care is a top priority at St. Francis in the Fields. Your clergy team is actively seeking to care

for all parishioners in need, while your Pastoral Care volunteers are continuing to support the

clergy’s efforts in close collaboration. The clergy meet weekly to review pastoral care concerns and

discern together how they can best minister to those experiencing life’s challenges. The Rev.

Raleigh Langley is the “lifeguard” of this energetic group. Each member of the clergy is active in

connecting by phone, through in-person visits, and by offering communion to those unable to

attend weekly services.

The Pastoral Care team is a caring, compassionate group of volunteers who visit, take flowers and

meals, and send cards to the ill, the hospitalized, the home-bound, and those in retirement and care

facilities. Our various ministries are headed by Mary and David Harris (Lay Visitors), Julie Allen (Lay

Eucharistic Visitors), Barbara Tracy (Flower Delivery), Chenault Conway (Holding Cross Ministry),

Joanna Panning (Meals Ministry) and Bonnie Turner (Grief Ministry). Marianne Reutlinger and Kathy

Foster work closely with The Rev. Raleigh Langley to provide oversight and direction for the

pastoral care efforts of our hard-working volunteers.

Parishioners are strongly encouraged to reach out to members of our clergy team when they are in

need or become aware of a need in our parish family. There is always a member of the team

available; if the office is closed, the answering machine will direct you to the clergy member on call.

Please know that confidentiality requests are always respected. Clergy are also equipped to direct

parishioners to outside resources when they are required, such as when professional therapeutic

counseling is needed for mental health or substance-abuse concerns.

The clergy and Pastoral Care team have done their best to be responsive to the changing needs

many of our parishioners have experienced this past year. We are thankful to be able to have in-

person visits once again with our shut-ins and to share communion together. We have been able to

provide meals for those experiencing both the joys and challenges of the human experience—the

loss of a loved one, the birth of a child, sickness or surgery, and everything in between. Thankfully,

in response to and preparation for the rising number of COVID cases in the area, a group of

volunteers responded to our call by becoming new members of our Meal Train Team. We have also

recently enhanced the effectiveness of volunteer and clergy communications by moving our

pastoral care administration to an online platform: a computer program called “Pastoral Care

Assistant,” used by both clergy and Pastoral Care volunteers, logs and details interactions with

parishioners, allowing for more informed oversight across the Pastoral Care team.

We are so grateful for the many ways in which our members have supported the pastoral needs of

their St. Francis church family this past year and faithfully anticipate what God has in store in 2022.

If you are interested in becoming a pastoral care volunteer, please contact The Rev. Raleigh

Langley at raleighstf@aol.com.



Pastoral Care Ministries
 Lay Eucharistic Visitor

A Eucharistic Visitor is a lay person authorized to take the consecrated elements of bread and wine

to those who by reason of illness or infirmity are unable to be present at the Celebration of the

Eucharist. The Eucharistic Visitor is the pastoral representative of the reconciling love of God and a

reminder of the community’s care and concern for their brother or sister in Christ.

Lay Hospital Visitors

St. Francis clergy and trained lay hospital visitors are an extension of the love, comfort and

compassion of Jesus Christ to those who are hospitalized. Visiting fellow parishioners in the

hospital provides support and encouragement to those facing challenging, and oftentimes

unknown and frightening circumstances.

Lay Visitors

Trained lay pastoral care visitors reach out to those in our church community who are unable to

attend services. This act of love and friendship is an inroad to hearts and lives. Visitation lets people

who are homebound, living in nursing homes, assisted care facilities or recovering from an illness

know their church family cares for them.

Prayer Ministry

St. Francis is blessed with a team of compassionate clergy and laity who pray with faith in both

God's ability and willingness to act. The Prayer Ministry offers a place for people to seek prayer and

intercession and stands ready to intercede with people by invoking the presence and power of the

Holy Spirit for any kind of need - emotional, spiritual, relational or physical.

Meal Ministry

We care for the needs of our church community by providing meals to those either experiencing

life’s challenging or joyful times – loss of a loved one, birth of a child, sickness or surgery. We

believe the meal giver is as blessed as the recipient.

Flower Ministry

Following Sunday services, altar flowers are delivered to the ill, the homebound or those

celebrating a special occasion. A group of lay visitors reaches out to express and underscore the

concern and care of their community to one of their own with this beautiful expression.



Pastoral Care Ministries
 Funeral Coordination Ministry

Our clergy, staff and funeral coordinator are here to assist those during their time of loss and grief

with prayer and support. They will journey with the grieving during this difficult time and give

guidance concerning the decisions that will need to be made regarding arrangements for the

visitation, funeral or memorial service and reception.

Grief Support Ministry

St. Francis has a heart for the hurting. Our clergy and lay pastoral care visitors share the love of

Christ by providing support to those grieving the death of a loved one. These compassionate

individuals reach out in this difficult season of life to provide words of encouragement, a listening

ear, help and information in understanding the grief process and care when needed most.

Notes/Cards of Encouragement Ministry

To lift up members of our church family, St. Francis sends notes and cards of encouragement to

those in times of pain, sorrow and suffering as well as times of joy and celebration. We choose

specially selected Scripture verses which remind us all of the of the Good News of God’s love and

faithfulness in all seasons of life. This ministry works in tandem with calls and personal visits to

underscore that each member is valued, remembered and important to us all.

Holding Cross Ministry

St. Francis is dedicated to praying and caring for those in need. As a symbol of our faithfulness in

prayer and reliance on Jesus Christ, we have established a Holding Cross Ministry. The Holding

Cross, a smooth olive wood cross is made to fit comfortably in the palm of one’s hand. It may be

given to parishioners in need by clergy or members of the Pastoral Care Team.

Prayer Blanket Ministry

Prayer blankets are prayer over by clergy and given to people in need of comfort, solace, love and

spiritual strength. They can be used for the hurting, the ill, those undergoing medical procedures,

those who have lost a loved one and for those under any kind of stress. 



Pastoral Care Council Members
Pastoral Care Coordinators

Kathy Foster (kathydorseyfoster@gmail.com)

Marianne Reutlinger (mariannereutlinger@gmail.com)

Clergy

The Rev. Raleigh Langley (raleighstf@aol.com)

Lay Eucharistic Visitors

Julie Allen (jallen0209@gmail.com)

Lay Hospital Visitors

Chenault Conway (naultie@aol.com)

Lay Visitors

Mary Harris (mharrislk@gmail.com)

David Harris (dharrislk@gmail.com)

Prayer Ministry                             

The Rev. Raleigh Langley (raleighsf@aol.com)

Flower Ministry                             

Barbara Tracy (babs1152@aol.com)

Meal Ministry                                 

Joanna Panning (joanna_panning@yahoo.com)

Funeral Coordination                

Jo Bishop (jo.bishop@exprealty.com)

Grief Support Ministry                

Bonnie Turner (bonnieaturner45@gmail.com

Cards of Encouragement Ministry                

Mary Harris (mharrislk@gmail.com)

Holding Cross Ministry             

Chenault Conway (naultie@aol.com)

Prayer Blanket Ministry           

Bonnie Turner (bonnieaturner45@gmail.com)                                 

Daughters of the King                

Vicki Receveur (vickireceveur@gmail.com) 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrews         

Scott Calvert (scottcalvert@twc.com)

mailto:mharrislk@gmail.com

